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1.  Sample should already be in a 70% EtOH solution.

2.  After processing the sample, transfer specimens into new 70% EtOH.  Specimens can be manually transferred, or they can be moved from one solution to the next in the SEM basket.  Leave specimen in 70% EtOH for 60 minutes.

3.  Transfer specimens to 80% EtOH, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

4.  Transfer specimens to 90% EtOH, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

5.  Transfer specimens to 95% EtOH, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

6.  Transfer specimens to 100% EtOH, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

7.  Transfer specimens to 100% EtOH, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

8.  Under a fume hood, transfer specimens into a 1:3 HMDS:EtOH solution, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

9.  Transfer specimens into a 1:2 HMDS:EtOH solution, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

10.  Transfer specimens into a 1:1 HMDS:EtOH solution, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

11.  Transfer specimens into a 2:1 HMDS:EtOH solution, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.
12.  Transfer specimens into a 100% HMDS solution, leaving them in the solution for 60 minutes.

13.  Transfer specimens into a 100% HMDS solution, making sure that the solution covers the specimen.  Let the specimen sit for two hours, then remove most of the solution with a transfer pipette–discarding it into the chemical waste bottle.  Quickly add more solution to recover the specimens. 
14.  Leave the specimen in a loosely covered container overnight in the fume hood to allow for the solution to evaporate.  

15.  The specimens should be ready to mount in the morning.  If the solution persists in the morning, consider having a looser lid and giving it more time to evaporate. 

